STATE MEETING OF PAN AMURICAN ROUND TABIES OF TEXAS

Rice Hotel, Houston, Texas April 27, 1943

Morning Sesaion

The State Conference of Pan American Round Tables of Texas met in regular session
Tuesday, April 27th, 1943, at 9:30 A.M., at the Rice Hotel, Houston, Texas, with
Yrs. Stone J. Robingson, Director General, preasiding.

The invocation was given by Mra, Hallie Bryan Parry of Houston.

Addregses of welcome were given by Mayor Otis Massey, Mr, T, L, Hvans, represent-
ing the Houston Chamber of Commerce, Mr, H., F, Walsh, Dean of tha Consular Corps,
and Mrs, Perry Olecott, Director of the Pan American Round Table of Houston,

Mrs. W. L. Brown, Assoclate Director, El Paso, gave the response,

In the absence of the Recording Secretery, Mrs. E, €, Rach of Ban Antonio, the Di-
rector General requested Mras. T. W. Mahone of McAllen to serve ms Secratary,

The State Officers' reporis were given in the following order;

Mrs, W, L. Brown, Associate Director, reported on las Cruces, New iMaxics, organi-
zation and mesting,

Mrs, J. L. Rentfro asent her report, which told of the organization of the P, A, A,
Pan American Round Table of Brownsville,

Mrs, D'Arey M, Cashin's report as an Associate Director was glven later, at the
Friendship Luncheon,

Mrs. C. ¥, Arrowood, Associate Director, Austin, was prevented from attending by
illness.

Hrs, W. B, Heaner gave & datailed report of letters asent to Directorrs, Board Mem-
beras, end some to the Latin Americen Tables, in Spanish,

Mrs. L, 6, Waltrip, State Treasursr, gave a detailed report of recsipts and ex-
penditures, which is filed in Secrstary's book, She reported receipts-$572.21 and
expenditures-$2%6.50, The Director General called attentien to one error, The
geal and charter for the Alliance of Pan Amorican Round Tables should have beaen
charged te the Alliance, The Treasursr made the correction,

Mrs, T, W, Mahone, the State Historian, reported receipt of three year books for
the history, but no c¢lippings. She is keeping Table Talks as interesting histor-
ical data for the organization, GShe made & plea for mors data for the history,

Miss Poarle Burr, State Custodian, reported seven issues of Table Telks had been
edited and sent to the Tables at an average cost per issue of $2.00. The Custo-
dian said that, elthough prepared to help members of Tables with material or sug-
gestions for programs, she has had requests for material from only two members,
Mrs. Robinson asked for a special "hand" for Miss Burr for her aplendid work on
*Table Talks "

Mrs, Irwin of Laredo, moved that the monthly bulletin-Table Talks be continued,
The motion was seconded by Mrs, Clecott of Houston, Ths Director General asked
that each Table be sent 24 copies, instead of the 10, so that eaech active msmber
might have a copy,

Reports of the Tables were given in the following order, and the reporte filsd:

San Antonio ., . ., . . . report given by Mrs., Ruth Sargent
MeAllen . ., ., . . . " n * Myrs, H, J. Houser
Dallas, # . ., . .. " " " DMra, Nancy Richie Ransom
Auwstin , , ., . . . . " " "  Mra, Herman Pressler

El Pase ., . . . . .. " " " Mys, W, L. Brown

larede ., . . . . .. " " " Mrs, Harland M, Irwin
Brownsville ., , . . , . i " “ Mre. G, W. Johnaon

" P'A.A' . . . R . . L1} i L] 1] o "

Dallas, #2 . . . . , . " w "  Mre, Dwight Dill
Houston , . ., . . . . . " " " Mrs, 8. W, Heald
Corsicana . . . . . . . repbrt came by mail at close of canvention,

and is filed,

¥rg, Robinson told of a memorial in tha form of a recreation center for our sol-
diers in Guatemala City, which is a special project of the Corsicana Table, The
memorial honors a former member who passed away recently in Guatemala City. At



A most interesting discussion on "“Membership - Its Responsibilitlies" was led by
Mrs, L. G, Waltrip of Dallas, The lsader stresssd tha fact that membership in e
Pan American Round Table was very different from other cultural clubs, for, said
Mrs, Waltrip, "the Tables embrace all that the self improvement club has to offer
and in sddition, the very potent force - Pan Americanism, Pan Amoricanism is a
movement and tha Pan American Round Tables are sinews of that movement, A Pan
American Round Table is not *just another club' with soaial status and local cul-
tural standards to maintain, but is one made up of women who have caught the vi-
sion and are willing to sacrifice to reach the goal, If we keep the Pan American
Round Table a8 a movement for the purpose of sxtension of undarstanding of the
Iatin American Republics, we shall need to give serious and comprehensive atten-
tion to the membership of our Tables - for the pillars of any institution ars, in
reality, its members." OSome of the qualifications for membership suggested by
the leader wera the following: 1 - vision of Pan Americanism - of what can be mc-~
complished through the drawing together the families of the Americas., 2 - abil-
ity to make a definite contribution to the cause - one that will be continuous and
grow in gravity as time goes on, "Remember, a Table Member must not only ba a
good woman, but a woman good for scomething.” 3 - a member must be loyal - love
her Table, keep up with its progress, keep abreast of the times and know the geo-
graphical, political and religious history of all the Republica, 4 - it is not
necessary or even desirable that all members have similar viewpoints, but the
viewpoints must heve nobility of purpose, tenacity of ideals. Veracity and ver-
satility are characteristics that will add to the prestige of membership. In clos-
ing her remarks, Mra, Walirip said, "but the two outstanding characteristics that
are imperative for membership are vision and contributien,*

The leader then called on Miss Ruth Coit of San Antonio, whose topic was "Should

a Table's Moembership be Limited?" The answer was yes, Miss Coit said, "in San
Antonio we have arrived at our conclusiocns in time and as a matter of experience,

Experience is often a bittaer teacher, and it is so much more kind and far eaaier
never to allow an evil %o gommence than to allow it to have a astart and then at-
tempt to stop it or to change it,

"Phe members of the Pan American Round Table of San Antonic believe in limited mem-
bership: aoctive members, of course, tweniy-one; associate members, thirty-nine;
a total of sixty. A waiting list is obviously important and a safsguard, so ths
agmspoiate membership should never be complete, To have a walting list and a lim-
{ted mambership enables the Round Table to have a choice of members, <Often mem
bership in the Pan American Round Table is regarded as a sccial stepping stone,
and no one may put her feet on the Pan American Round Table, At the moment in
San Antonio we have such an applicant pounding at our doors - politely she is
t01d (1) limited membership, {2) waiting list, and (3) a oandidate must be pro-
posed by someone who is already a member and ssconded by another member,.......
It is far more aimple to keep & limited number in sympathy with and working with
that objective (obJective as stated in Constitution) than to make the point clear
to a larger group..........A limited membership presents fewer complications and
can work more happily es a whole," 1In closing, Miss Coit said, "the times are
changing and they are changing rapidly, What may come after the war nc man can
know, but it is safe to calculate thet in this day and hour human beings need a
number of stable institutions to which to c¢ling, associationn built on sound and
abiding principles, ©Such an organization is the Pan Americen Round Table, as
founded in 1918, and on that platform we stand., We wish those who differ with us
God speed, but from the depth of our experience we say - Keep your membership
limited,¥



Migss Mary Fuller of Houston discussed Qualifications of Assoeciate members, and am-
rhasized the point that associate members should be as carefully chosen as active
members, since vacancies in the active list are filled from the assoclate members,
hence each associate member is a potentiel active member, Bhe too, thought a Tae
ble should have a limited memberahip., Interest in this most important subject was
evidenced by the many questions and suggesticns from the delegates and esach repre-
sentative had muech to take back to her Table,

During the discussion on membaership, the Director General celled attention to the
fact that some of the Tables had increased the number of its active members, giv-
ing them as countries soms territorial possesscions of the United Statea, Mra,
Robinson stated that Mre, Griswold, the founder, had very definitely stated the
number in the oconstitution and by-laws which was drawn up for the use of the ex-
tension committee in forming new Tables, Mrs, Heald of Houston reminded the desle-
gates that the Pan American Union had decided that gquestion years ago.

It was the decision of the body that the number of active members remein as stated
Yy our founder, Mrs, Griswold,

Discussion - "Extensiocn Work" was next on the program, Mrs, C. F, Arrowood of Aus-
tin wae to have led the discussion on the Senior groups or Tables, but was unaveid-
ably detained in Austin, so the subject of Junior groups was taken up, The im~-
portance of starting our Pan American work with the very young was emphasized and
demonatrated, Mrs. D'Arey M. Cashin was the first speaker; she had been working
with the young children, partioularly the children at the Ripley Settlement House,
and announced that these children would furnish the program at the luncheon, demon-
strating what can be accomplished with children.

Miss Helen McMaster of the Houston Public Schoocl system told what is being done by
the High School students in the way of Pan Americanism, She displayed several
beautiful posiers, Tatin American subjects, that had been made by the pupils. 8She
displayed a most interssting book - "Who's Who in Iatin America," compiled by pu-
pils. One of the most interesting exhibits was a very large relief map of the
Americas, with products, industries, people, stc., all built to scals, The tiny
little people dressed in the native costume of the country - all had been mads by
the students. The six students who had done most of this splendid work were in-
troduced and were given a rousing hand of appreciation,

Mrs. Edgar Soule of the Houston University thon told of the Pan American worlk be—
ing done by the University students - of their great interest, of ths increasing
number who were studying Spanish, and of the interesting group meetings they had
for the discussion of latin American affairs, Our Direoctor General urged that we
take back to our own Round Tables these ideas - that the Pan American Round Tablass
could do no finer work than to encourage and assist the youth in owr communities

in their Pan American activities,

Our Reading "What and Why" was the next discussion on the program, and was led by
Uigs Julia Ideson of the Houston Public Library System and Miss Pearle Burr of the
Tyrrell Library, Beaumont, A digest of Miss Ideson's paper 1s attached, and the
Tables should get a great deal from it,

Misas Burr, in her talk, told of many excellent periodicals now available - such an
the Inter~American Monthly, Pan American, Pan American Bulletin, the many pamphlets
offered by the Pan American Union, many of them free of charge,. She told of the
Bsaument's Round Table's plan of having each officer get cne meagezine or paper on
Pan Americanism and making exzchanges, thereby giving the mambers a wealth of up-
to~date material for programs and roll call,

Mra, G, W, Johnson of Brownsville told of the Bxposition of Books on display in
Mdexico City which was attracting thousands, and incressed reading was reported.
Mrs, Herman Preasler of Austin, extended invitation for 1944 conference to be hald
in Austin, Meeting then adjourned for lunch,

The Pan Ameriocsn Friendship Luncheon in the lacquer Room of ths Rice Hotel, with
¥rs. Cashin as Chairwan, was a delightful affeir, The puppet show given for owr
entertainment by the Ripley Marionette Club was thoroughly enjoyed, It was given
by children from eight to fourteen years of age, Thare was the puppet orchestra,
directed by Unele Sam, & splendid little master of ceremonieg who introduced the
presidents of several of the Latin Amerilcan Republics and their wives, As aach
President was introduced, the national anthem of his country was playsd, then a
brisf speech by the president, It was most entertaining and unigue, and through
the preparation of this program the c¢hildron had come to know their Iatin American
neighbors,

Wednesday Afternoon Session

The afternoon session opened with Mra, Robinson presiding, and the Program was as
follows: "Edusation through Decoration," given by Mrs, Johnson of Brownsville,



who peinted out the value of carrying out our study of a country in the decora-
tions, this being a day of visual education, O5he showed how effectis.could be
achieved and what materials %to use, Mrs. Johnson had just returned from Mexico,
and had added smeveral beautiful costumes to her already large collection, and gra-
clously allowed them to be modeled, much to the enjoyment of those present, At
this time, the Director General announced a brief recess 50 that the delegates
might again view the seven beautifully decorated tables which had been entered in
the state contest, and be ready to vote, this being the fairest way to decide on
the winner.

Mrs, Robinson appeinted Miss Burr and Mrs, Waltrip as tellers, and members voted
by secret ballot on the table displays, So splendidly were the countries chosen,
represented in the decorations of each table, that it was difficult to make a
choice, but Iaredo's teble, representing Xochimileo, was announced as the winner,
and the prize was a year's subscription to the Inter-American Monthly,

“"Flash News of the VWestern Hemisphere" was given by members of the radio committes,
and much up~to-the-minute information was given the delegates in this interesting
manner, Hadio scripts given during the year by the Tables were on display and
showed much thought, study and effort on the part of the radio chairmsn of each
Tabls,
A motion was made that we accept Austin's invitation for 1944 Conference - carried,
An interested and very welcome guest was Mrs, Henry Cain of the Mexico City Pan
American Round Table, and Mrs, Robinson called on her te tell something of the
work of her Teble, 5She spoke briefly of the fine work her Table was doing, and
its interest in the extension of the Pan American Round Tables in Mexico, Mrs.
Cain was asked to take back t¢ her Table our sincere appreciatlon of their work.
Mrs., Waltrip was asked %o read important recommendations of the Board of Dirsctors,
namaly, that

1- That we set a limit of $500,00 on the Florence T, Griswold Memorisal

Fund

2- That it be a revolving fund

3- That it be used by a latin American student.
A motion was made that the recommendations be zccepted and after thorough discus-
sion, the motion carried, The details are to be worked out later, and hopes were
expressad that the $500,00 limit would soon be reached, Sevaral veluntary plesdges
wore given mat this time,

Mrs, Perry Olcott of Houston presented a project in which the Houston Table was
much interested, She stated that the Executive Mansion in Austin was being re-
furnished, that there was no tea service in the Mangion, and that the Houzton Ta-~
ble thought a gift of a tea service by the Pan American Round Tablesa of Texas, said
gervice to be of Mexican Silver and purchased in Mexico City, would be a beautiful
good will gesture, The delegates wero asked to take the project to their Tables
for thorough discussion,

Mrs, H. J. Houser of MchAllen gave the report of the Resclutions Committee. Thie
committee expressed for the assembled delegates their sincere apprsciation for the
splendid convention planned for us by Houston, thanking the hostess Table - the
Pan American Round Table of Houston, the Rice Hotel, Meyor Qtis Massey, the Hous-
ton Chamber of Commerce, the Consular Corps, the press, Senora Milla Dominguez for
her lovaly songs, the high school students who prepared the relief map and the
c¢hildren from the Ripley Settlement House for the unique and most interesting pup-
pat show, to everyone who had & part in making this convention so enjoyable and
stimulating, Mra., Robinson also thanked the Houstonians for the delightful con-
ventien and the delegate body for thelr active and construetive participation in
the discussions,

The minutes were read, corrected and approved, and the convention adjourned, Fol-
lowing the adjournment of the business sessions the delegates and guestis enjoyed &
garden party and tea at the beautiful estate of Miss Ima Hogg. It was a perfect
ending for the convention, s¢ splendidly planned by the Houston Table,

Respectfully submitted

Marie 5, Mahone
Sec. Pro, Tem,



Julia Ideson
What to Read and Why

Books on Iatin America

. Qutside and beyond books in English, there is the great field of Latin
American writings of which we know almost nothing, If we are really sincers in
our desire to understand Tatin America we must begin 10 read the books they pub-
lish and write, It is now our part to learn to understand their literatura, ap-
preciate their art and respsct thelr customs. The twe most recent books by Iatin
Americans are "A Iatin American Speaks" by Iuis Quintanilla, and "Frea Men of
Amsrica," by Ezekiel Padilla,

large General Works by Americans

"Iatin America® by Preston James, (A compendiwm of latin American information,
An invaluable aid to the study of the histori-
cal,as well as the contemporary political,
social and sconomic seene, )

"Tatin America" by William Lytle Schurz. (A comprehensive book - a sort of sd-
vanced text by a commercial attache
expert, )

"Latin America" by Samuel Guy Inman, (One of the ripest and most mature beoks
we have. )

"Good Neighbers" by Hubert Herring., (A "must" book, because it is baged on a
continued effort to establish friendly re-
lations, I% is an honest book, contains
an espeocially fina biblisgraphy, including
many Iatin American publications,)

Miss Ideson called attention to the impertant histories now being published by the
University of North Carclina Prese, called the Inter-American Historical Series,
Availabla are volumes on Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Colombia, in English, al-
though written by natives,

Biographies

"Bolivia and the Politiecal Thought of Socuth America® by Belaunds., (Saems to be
the most respacted, )

“"Bolivis, the Passionate Warrier" by T, R, Ybarra

"Man of Glory" by D. J, Clinton, whose pseudonym is Thomas Rourke, (Frequently
read but pretty journalistie,)

Miacellaneous Books

"The Young Man of Caracas" by T. R, Ybarra. (A book caleulated to give an Ameri-

can & mores sympathetic understanding
of a Venezuelan. )

"The Phantom Crown" by Bertitia Harding. (These books are not taken very seriously

"Amazen Threne" by Bertitia Harding, ‘by historians and litarary men, but they
give an interesting background and are
easy to read,)

"Far Away and Long Ago" (story of his boyhood on the pampas }

"The Purple land"

"Tales of the Pampag?

"Green Mansions" (unforgetable story of the forests of Guiana, full of symbolism
and a sense of beauty, )

These baoks by W. H, Hudson are classics of South America,

“Brazil Under Vargas" by Karl Lowenstein. (S8aid to be the most thorough book
aveilable on the government of Brazil, It is a profound-
ly searching book, written by a constitutional lawysr,)



Mexico

Mexico, says Miss Ideson, is entirely incomprehensidle without some realizetion of
the teeming 1life that existed on this continent when Columbus came in 1492, and the
Arabian Nights conquest, which took place thirty years latesr, For this there is
nothing equal to

"Conquest" by Prescott, (Although written 100 years agc, it still has the interest
and vitality that mado it & best seller in its day and
for many years after,)

"True History of the Conguest" by Bernal Diaz, (Written by one of the sonquerors -
an eye witnegs in 1568, and the
story is told with truth and sim-
plicity.)

"History of Mexico" by Henry Bamford Parkes, {This hiotory published in 1938 is

considered by some eritios as the
most satisfactory general history,)

"Life in Maxico" by Madame Calderon de la Barca. (Although published 100 ¥ears ago,

is still a source of information
on Mexican life and ecustoms, )

"Mornings in Mexico" by D. H. Iawrence, (Charming book of high literary merit, )

"Viva Mexico" by Charles McComb Flandrsu, (Published during the Diaz regime, it is
written with a keenness of observatioen,
a sympathy for the people, a wit and
whimsicality that have made it a classio
end kept it alive until our day.)

“Mexico and its Heritage" by Gruening, (A study of Mexico's complex present and the
influential factors from the past,)

"Mexico = A study of the two Americas” by Chase, (One of the most informing books,
economieally, to be found)

"Idols Behind Altars" by Anita Brenner. (Perhaps the best book to read on the art
of Mexzico, }

"The Mexican Side of the Texas Revolution" by Dr. Carlos F, Castenada, (A book we
Texans should glance over, )

"Under Dogs" by Mariana Azuela, (This story of the revolution is now available
in Bnglish, )

"The Eagle and the Serpent” by Guzman, (A good translation of this book is also
available, )

"The Mexico I Like" by Frank Dobie, (Isgends and stories of Mexieco that will re-
ward any reader, )

Many publishers are featuring the ocutstanding literary productions of the various
countries,

"Broad and Alien is the World" by Ciro Alegria of Peru. (This is the Farrar and
Rinehart prize novel,)

“From Chile ," Knopf 1is scon to publish,

"The Shrouded Woman" by Maria Iumisa Bombal,

"From Argentina," sometime during the year will come,

"The Bay of Silence,” by Eduarde Mallea

"From Argentina,” alsc comes a National Grand Prize Novel,

"Stone Desert" by Guatave Martines Zurivie, who writes undsr the name of Hugo West,





