RESUME of REPORTS
FOR
TEXAS STATE CONVEWTION OF PAN AMFRICAN ROUND TABLES OF TEXAS
HELD W
AUSTIN, TEXAS - APRIL 1h-15, 1655

Twenty Pan American Round Tables of the State of Texas sent written reports
to the Texas Pan American Round Table Convention, held in Austin, Texas, April 1)-1§
1955. Each report was read tc the assembled delegates and filed with the recoprd-
ing Seeretary. The following resume has been compiled by directive from the State
Director of the Texas Tables,

Thesg reports are “primo facto" evidence that each Table has endeavored to
fallow thes pattern of Pan Americanism as outlined in the cbjective of ail Tables,
to wit: "to provide mutual knowledge, understanding and friendship among ths wamen
of the Western Hemisphere! and "te foster all movements leading to a2 higher civilie
zation, especially those affecting tha women and children of these countries.t
The Tables of the various citles have achieved their objectives by different lines
of endeavor, scmetimes, but the results have been sucoessful in every instanca.

In this resume, there has been an attempt made to separate into ¢lassifica-
tions, similar projects as undertaken in the individual Tables., In some Tables,
there has been over-lapping in activities, gso that the elassification nay not be
elear cut in all instances, WNames of local Tables in this resume are not ranked
nor rated by their order of rrasontation, nor by the number of times mentionsd,
Names of individcgls or bodies are listed only where the information might be of
service for future use of other Tables,

SCHOLARSHIPS: Scholarship funds and asgistance to students and student
groups appear to be the outstanding endeaver and achievement of the Tables of Texas
in their respective citiss, The Table of Rio Grands City gave two outright awards,
ong of $75 in 1954, and one of $100 in 1958, to aid two Starr County studenta,
Dallas Table I and the Larede Table each gave finaneial assistance to a High Schocl
student of their vieinity, This is an anmmal event for laredo, Also, Laredo gives
ons scholarship to the local Junior Collegs each yaar.

One student has been assisted by the Houston Table for several years and
this year Houston reported, with pride, that a Masfer's degree had been earned by
the student, se thelr financial aid can now go elsewhere, Austin Table gave a
scholarship to a singer from Mexico City in 1954, and a scholarship to a graduate
student from Argentina For study in English and Edueation in 1955,

Bryan, a new Table, is sponsoring a Publie Health Nursing Major, from Eeuadoyg
at TSCW, and report they are working to bridge the gap betwsen foraign students and
local citisens, San Antonio reported assistance to a Business Administration
3tudent from Honduras, and Dallas Table IT has again given a Mursing Scholarship,
this time %o a Panamanian girl.

The Baaumont Table assisted three foreign students with their “out of Staten
school fees, at a local college, and alse aided two Junior students from Mexico,
Denton Table participated in Poreign Language Field Day at TSCW, giving the money
earned to the Spanish Department of T50W, toward a scholarship fund.

Most Tables reported denations to the Griswold Scholarship Fund. Several
Tables reported the contimuance or establishment of loecal edueational asaistance
funds, The Austin Table reported the continued operation of thsir Student Loan
Fund, set up to assish foreign students, suffering temporary finaneial distreas,
with no interest or security requirements. In sach and every instance, the loan
has been repaid by the borrower,

Rio CGrande City has established a Memorial Scholarship Fund, within their
Table. Pallas Tabie I has also started a Table Scholarship Fund, Many of the
Tables have assisted financially and cooperated with their local Pan American
Student Forum, The San Benito Table bought and presented new flags to their loeal
Pan American Student Forum, They alse gave financial assistancs to permit PASF
members to attend PASF State Convention in Austin, The MeAllen Table gave a cash
donaticn to their local PASE,
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Other local groups were assisted by the Tables in their arsa, San Benito
and Eagls Pass each gave tha money for school lunches for ngedy children, Alamo-
San Juan financed the publication of a Newsletter at a loeal school where all
students are foreign, and ths letter was sent to their homes by the students. The
Corsicana Table gave a cash donation to the Fund for their High School Spanish
Class anmal trip to ¥exice, Dallag Tabla IIT reported the twice yearly collection
of elothes for dlstribution to the needy through a logcal soscial service worker,
Denton Table assisted in the local TB campaign,

BOOKS: Dallas Table I reporied five new books contributed to the library
at SMU, San Benito collected books en primary reading level and semt them to be
digstributed bty the PART of Monterrey, lexico, to children there, Corsicana gives
the book from each book review prosented at their Table to their 1%eal library, as
well as cooperating in cbtaining new books for the Pan American shelf at the
1library.

Brownsville Table T maintains a Memopial Shelf of Pan American bocks at the
local high sehocl for student use, Dalles Table I reported the sending of childrerds
boaks and a subscription to ths National Geographie Magazine to the Director
of the PART in Manizales, Colombia, for distribution to rural schools, The Eagle
Pass Table contributed the children's Books published by the PART of Mexico Clity
to their local library and a copy of "Pan American Children" to their local gle-
mentary schools The Bryan Table has started a Pan American shelf at the local
library. The MeAllen Table reported a Christmas gift of children's books and g
cash fund for the library at Reynosa through the PART at Reynosza,

Brownsville Tabla I, Alamo-San Jvan, and MeAllsn Tables presented copiss of
"Essays on Mexican History" to their Local high schools, colleges and city libraries,

PAN AMERTICANISM: The Sap Benito Tabla reported that they "Prompted, pro=
moted, and publicized Pan Americaniam,” Under this heading, various activities of
the Tables over the state might be listed, such asa:

Dallas Table III pave a Christmas party for foreign students attending
Pallas schools, and also entertained the wives of visiting graduate law stundents,
They helped with Spanish translations of invitations and "en the spot" descriptions
in Spanish of a style show, Dallas Table TI also had a Christmas party for foreign
students, and they have their scholarship student as honor guest in their homes on
holidays and during vacation. Dallas Table I entertained twenty Latin American
students from SMU at a Christmas coffee, The three Dallas Tables co=gponsor a
raception for the Latin American visitors to the State Fair of Texas,

4 reception honering the internstional students in the Houston schools wag
given by the Houston Tabls. The Bryan Table have foreign students as guests at
each meeting, San Anktonioc Table has a gpecial entertainment for all forelgn stu-
dents each year. Dasnton Table entertainred the foreign studsnts with a Christmas
party, and furnished transportation to neighboring cities for visits to other
Tables as guests, to the State Fair, and on Christmas shopping and sight-seeing
tours. They had students as guests in their homes during the holiday geason, and
assisted two students to travel during vacation through the northwestern part of
the United States,

Corsicana Tabls esach year honors graduates of the Spanish elasses in
Navarro College with a Spanish Tea, The anmual foreign students’ party of tha Fort
Worth Tabla took tha form, this year, of a traditional Nerth American Thanksgiving
dinner, The Rio Grands City Table has asz a guest each month a senicr student from
the local schools, with the idea of familiarizing the students with the Pan
American Round Table movement. The Alamo-San Juan Tahle had the members of the
PART of Reymosa, Hexico, as guest at a regnlar meeting,

The Tables at San Benito, Brownsville, Mcdllen, and Rio Grande City co~
operated in sending a wreath Lo Cuba to be placed on the monument of Joss Martin
as their tribute in honor of the anniversary of hig birth one hundred years ago,

At the local level, each Table has cooperated with their city and school
officials in orivate and public activities in the social and cultural fislds of
endsavor, Austin Table Jointly sponsors the Pan American Recreation Centar with
the City Recreation Department, by domations and by conducting ¢lasses in American-
ization, Medllen Table honored the local Consular Officers with a reception, The
El Paso Table cooperated with tha lecal groups in honoring the International
Boundary Commission, at which time a portrait of Benito Juarez was presented to
the Mexican Consulate,
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Brownsville Table I reports their anmial contribution to the Chapro Days
Fieata in the form of costume reviews and & merienda for visiting tourigtas, Authen-
tic costume reviews sre alsoc given by the Table (gratis) for all visiting conventions,
various c¢lubs in Brownsville and nearby cities in Texas and Mexico, Fach member has
one or more costumes of her own and the Table also has a collection of costumes of
the Americas, The Table also helps maintasin a costume center where costumes may be
exchanged, bought, or sold,

Dallag Table T were co-sponsors with the State Fair Association for a Pan
American Arts and Urafts Exhibit, Menbers of the Table acted as Hostesses and
loaned cbjects from their private collections for the oxhiblt, The Corsicang Table
has acquired a ocase at the local library in which their collection of Fan American
dolls ig kept on display. Browneville Table II assisted Pan American Adrways in an
anniversary celebration by being special guests in authentic Pan American costumes,

Houston Tabls has cooperated with International House in assisting foreign
vigitors to their city, The three Dallas Tables worked with the State Fair Board
in honering Latin American visitors| '

SPECIAL GUESTS:
—_—y

Dallas Table I: Dr. Abel Gilbert, President of Guayaquil University
One of the foremost surgecns of Eouador
Sr. Jusn Muniz, Administrator of Cuba's largest sugar
plantation
Sr. Ernesto Zorrilla, ¥exican Consul
Dr, dose A, Mora, Secretary General of OAS

El Paso Table: Col, Leland H, Hewitt, International Boundary and Water
' - Comigsioner
¥r. Rene Mascerenas, former Praosident Juarez Chamber of
Commerca

San Antonio Table: Nr, Bdgar N, Langley, Institute of American Affairs in
Uruguay
Dr, Joss &, Mora, Secretary Cenaral of OAS
Dr. Alberto Lleras, Secretary Gemeral of QAS before
Dr, Mora
411 Consuls residing in San Antenio

Meillen Table: Hon, William Prise, U, S, Consul to Reynosa
My, Tauro Izaguirre, Mexican Consul

Houston Table: Senora de Gongales, wife of the Ambassador of Vensgzuala
' Dr. Jose A, Mora, Secretary General of OAS

PAN AMERICAN DAY: Pan American Day was celebrated by each Table. Some had
renowned guest speakers, others cooperated with lecal or civie groups in sponsoring
activities for the day., The fact that men of proeminence are cogndzant of the work of
our Tables and willing to give of theiw valuable fime should be of inestimable valne
to the future of ocur organization, both in the States and to the south of our berder,

Houston Table, Dallas Tables I, 11, and IIT, and San Antonio Table shared the
honor of having the Secretary Gsneral of OAS, Dr, Jose A, Mora and lirs, Mora, as
guests in their respective citles for the observance of Pan American Day in 1955,
Dr, Mora being the honor speaker st each Table, The former Secretary General, Dr,
Alberto Llsras, spoke to these sams groups in 195,

Fort Worth Table and Houston Table reported the observance of the entire wesk
with spacial Pan rican activitiss for each days To keep the idea of Pan American-
ism before the public, Fort Worth Table had programs on the radio and televiaion,
programs in the schools, specizl news items and articles in the hewspaper, a Fan
American Day coffae with honored guasts from other organizations, ete, Corsicans
reported a special display at their library, time on ths radie, and articles on Pan
Amerdcanism in the newspapar.,

Begumont Table honored their loeal teachera on Pan American Day, 4 special
Pan American Day brogram was presented by the schools of Rio Grande City and Roma
for the Rig Grande City Tablae, During the week, Denton Table presentad speakers on
Pan Americaniam to the various service clubs, and observed Pan American Day with a
buffet supper and program to which a1l Denten County was invited,

El Pasp Table observed Pan American Day by placing a wreath at the monument
of Benito Juarez in Juares, Mexico, The Pan American Student Forum of laredo pra=
sented the Pan American Day program for the Laredo Table, the two groups cooperated
in planting Bouganvillea, naming one Plant for each Pan American country. They
ealled this a "Peace Carden of International Friendship,"

Ly
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ESSAY CONTESTS: Erownsville Table I continued their anmal custom of having
the prize winning sssays from the Fan Aperican Essay Contest read by the winners,
Cash awards are presented and the winning students, with their Mothers, are special
luncheon guests for the observance of Pan Anmerican Day. Brownsville Table II
roported the contimuance of the Pan American Day poster contest, giving awards of
¢ash and having the winnera as special guests for ths Pan Amgrican Day program,

El Paso, Eagle Pass, and San Benito Tables report Pan Ameriean Essay Contests
with cash awards and other honors for the winners. Bryan Table gave an award to a
local high school senior in an Essay Contest, Beaumont Tapis sponsored a proficiency
contest in their local schocls, with a cash award to ths wimmer in reading and
writing Spanish,

Every Table fortunate enough to be vigited by the State Director during the
past two years sent glowing reportz of those meetings, Her pracious and lovable
manner appealed to members and guests alike, and hev addresses on various phases
of Pan Americanism were instructive and enlightening, Mrs, 4, B, Pumphrey, State
Director of Pan American Round Tables of Texas, snoke to the Tables in Houston,
{=llas, San Antonio, Lareds, Bryan, Brownsville, and Denton, and was sntertainsd by
MeAllen, San Benito, Rio Grande City, and Brownsvills with luncheons, receptions,
and fisstas.

A1l Tables reported regular meetings with programs of interest, whether given
by members, authoritative guest speakers, enxchenge programs from other Tables or
organizations, with good attendance of members and guests, Birthday and Christmas
parties to which husbands and friends were invited as special pussts were reported,
Laredo Tabls had a special program for Cinco de Mayo, and assisted their city in
their annual Washington's Birthday Party. El Pagn Tabls had a Founders Day program,
honoring the woman who organized their Tabla, Ths Fart Worth Tahle had a special
rrogram called “South of the Border Fiesta." They also listed & program at which
time the students from TOU presented for the Table a play, "Crowm of Shadows," by
Mexiso's playwright Rodolfo Usigli, The Spanish students of the Fort Worth schools
gave a Christmas program for the Table. Fort Worth alse had s special day when the
original works of members -~ painting, writing, misic, atc. — were displayed with
prids.

Conros Tablae plamned and presentad a year's program as a drama, called "Fan
Amerieanc," in thrae acts, thres scenes to each act, each scens being one program,
A book of recipes, collected from the countries of the Amemicas by one member, for
her seens in the drama, was distributed to the delegates at the Stata Convention,
Ssveral Tables stress the study of Spanish., Dallas T and JiI, and the new Table
at Bryan report much enthusiasm in their Spanish classes for Table menmbers.

FUBLICATIONS: To better inform their members and knit the membership into a
¢loser group, several Tables have published monthly letters or papers for local dis-
tribution, Fort Worth calls their praper the "Papamerigraph.," Hpouston calls their
news sheet the "Tablegram," and MeAllen calls their publication the "Direstor's
Letter." Each Table reports the enthusiastic reception of these papers by their
membership and think the results well worth the effort involved,

Other Tables, in partieular Bryan and Conrce, have encouraged their membera
%o correspond with friends and officials of other ecountries about every-day life
there, their families, hobbies, and activities. And to endeavor to contact foreign
Students in their vicinity, from the country to whieh the member is assigned in the
local Table. Bryan Table is making a serap book of their local programs as source
matorial for membsrs, students ard friends, The Brazoris Table did not send in a
written report, but i% was reported that they are meeting regularly and becoming
stronger,

A11 of the Tables on the itinerary of the visiting teachsrs from Mexico Q0=
operated with the Good Neighbor Commission in assisting and entertaining the teachers
wharever possible, The Tablesg reporting this activity for the past two Yyears are:
Laredo, Brownaville I, San Antenie, and Austin, In addition, Austin entertained
twenty=two visiting teachers from Guatemala, The San Antonmio Table asgists in
gponsoring the Professors from the University of Mexico, who come to San Antonio
sach year to teach spescial courses in Spanish,

The members of the Conrce Table assisted in the organization of the new Table
at Bryan, Beaument is working om organization of a Table at Orange, and the State
Director has almest completed Table groups at several other cities,

The delegates at the 1955 Convention of Pan Ameriean Found Tables of Texas
in dustin would surely agres that this resume could properly conclude, as did the
report from Conroe: '"We can truly say that we have broadsned cur horizons and
enriched our lives sinee our last mgeting with your,"
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