
 
 

Pan American Round Table of Laredo History 
 
 
The Pan American Round Table of Laredo, founded in June 1921, is the second oldest 
Table in the Americas.  Founder Florence Terry Griswold assisted first Table Director 
Mrs. C.S. McKinney and the Laredo Charter Members to organize the PART of Laredo. 
 
Our Table has been a part of two important landmarks in the city of Laredo. As stated in 
Lois Terry Marchbanks’ book titled The Pan American Round Table, April 14, 1935, 
marked an outstanding event in the history of Laredo, of Texas and of the entire United 
States. Table members and distinguished guests from U.S., Mexico, and other Pan 
American countries met at Laredo’s International Bridge for the formal dedication of the 
first Pan American Marker. This marker was sponsored by the Pan American Round 
Tables of Texas and dedicated to the women of the Americas. The ceremony was part of 
the 14th State Convention, which was hosted by the Laredo Table under the leadership of 
Director Ney Brewer. This marker remains today at midpoint on the Gateway to the 
Americas Bridge as a symbol of the Pan American spirit that unites the United States 
with Mexico and the rest of the Americas. 
 
In 1986, our Table recognized and paid tribute to the Texas Sesquicentennial by donating 
a beautiful, one-of-a kind wrought iron sculpture to the city. This second landmark stands 
near the entrance to Interstate Highway 35 for northbound travelers to enjoy. It was 
designed by George Salazar, under the direction of Mrs. Vidal Cantu, Sesquicentennial 
Committee Co-Chairperson, and the leadership of Director Mrs. Guillermo Zuniga. 



 
An extraordinary event in our history took place on December 5, 1940.  The PART of 
Laredo was privileged in hosting a public lecture featuring Eleanor Roosevelt, President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s wife. Table Director Mrs. J.T. Halsell and a group of Table 
members received the distinguished First Lady in the true spirit of Pan Americanism. 
 
Our Table has the distinction of being one of two Tables in the U.S. to receive the Banner 
of Peace on October 25, 2008, during the 80th Anniversary Celebration of the founding of 
the Mexico City PART. This banner was created after the signing of the Roerich Pact on 
April 15, 1935, at the White House by all the American Countries and ratified in 1937 by 
the League of Nations, which was a precursor to the United Nations. This Pact declared 
the necessity for protection for the cultural product and activity of the world and 
prescribed the method by which all sites of cultural value would be declared neutral and 
protected (www.roerich.org). 
 
On April 18, 2009, the PART of Laredo at its Pan American Day Celebration unveiled its 
first Table Banner, another historic event in its history.  The banner was designed by 
Table member, Mrs. Jorge Mendoza, under the leadership of Director Mrs. Jeffrey J. 
Czar. The words Pan American Round Table of Laredo form a circle representing the 
eternity of time, encompassing the past, present, and future. Inside the circle are Laredo 
symbols: St. Augustine Church and an international bridge. Above the circle are the 
Seven Flags that have flown over the city. The Pan American flags are at the bottom of 
the circle symbolizing the countries that are in unity through the Pan American 
Movement.   
 
We, members of the Pan American Round Table of Laredo, promote the philosophy and 
objectives of Pan Americanism through Knowledge, Understanding, and Friendship, as 
we are “One for All and All for One”. “Una  para Todas y Todas para Una”. 
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