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Pan American Round Tables of Texas Scholarship Recipients from 1959 to the Present 

 
Scholarship Recipient Home Country/ 

Research Country 
Academic Institution Field of Study 

1959-60 FTG Scholarship Sylvia Mireya Valencia 
Gutierrez 

Santiago, Chile UT Austin Educational & Vocational 
Guidance 

1960-61 FTG Scholarship Sylvia Mireya Valencia 
Gutierrez  (2nd award) 

Santiago, Chile UT Austin Educational & Vocational 
Guidance 

1961-62 FTG Scholarship None awarded    
1962-63 FTG Scholarship None awarded    
1963-64 FTG Scholarship Maria Christiana Lucero Argentina Texas A & I-Kingsville English 
1964-65 FTG Scholarship Maria Christiana Lucero (2nd 

award) 
Argentina Texas A & I-Kingsville English 

1965-66 FTG Scholarship Edda Nela Zarate (married 
1965 -Perez) 

Panama University of Houston English 

1966-67 FTG Scholarship Edda Nela Zarate Perez (2nd 
award) 

Panama University of Houston English 

1967-68 FTG Scholarship Marta Navarette Ecuador Texas Women's University  Business Administration 
1968-69 FTG Scholarship Marta Navarette (2nd award) Ecuador Texas Women's University  Business Administration 
1969-70 FTG Scholarship Gloria Oporto Bolivia Navarro Junior College Business Administration 
1970-71 FTG Scholarship Nohora Velasco Sroba Bolivia Navarro Junior College Nursing 
1971-72 FTG Scholarship Maria Catrileo Chile UT at El Paso Linguistics 
1972-73 FTG Scholarship Virginia “Vicky” Claros Bolivia UT at El Paso MA Political Science 
1973-74 FTG Scholarship Maria Cecelia Carcelen Peru UT Arlington MA Linguistics 
1974-75 FTG Scholarship Irma Irene Garcia Panama Texas Women's University MA Psychology 
1975-76 FTG Scholarship Magadelena Cappuro Frick  Uruguay Texas A&M College Station MA Spanish Literature 
1976-77 FTG Scholarship Maria Beatriz Beltran  Chile UT Austin PhD Computer Assisted 

Instruction 
1977-78 FTG Scholarship Lydia Madero Martinez Mexico Texas A&M College Station PhD Sociology 
1978-79 FTG Scholarship Lydia Madero Martinez (2nd 

award) 
Mexico  Texas A&M College Station PhD Sociology 

1979-80 FTG Scholarship Mariely Cajina-Quezada Nicaragua Pan American University Masters in Biology 
1980-81 FTG Scholarship Juliana Akit Trinidad/Tobago UT at El Paso PhD Biology/Microbiology 
1981-82 FTG Scholarship Mary Fukumoto Peru UT Austin PhD Social 

Anthropology/Ethnic Studies 
1982-83 FTG Scholarship Beatriz Arias-Godenez Mexico University of Houston Masters in Bilingual 

Education/Comparative 
Education 

1983-84 FTG Scholarship I Julita Elemi Hernandez Mexico UT Austin PhD Educational 
Psychology/Child 
Development 

1984-85 FTG Scholarship I Maria R. Meade Venezuela UT Austin MBA International Business 
1985-86 FTG Scholarship I Patricia Chang Panama UT Austin Dietetics 
1985-86 FTG Scholarship I Carmen Martinez Venezuela UT Austin Computer Science/Data 

Processing and Analysis 
1985-86 FTG Scholarship I Elga Melo Brazil UT Austin Latin American 

Studies/Communications 
1985-86 FTG Scholarship I Ana R. Tovar-Balbin Peru UT Austin Latin American Studies/Public 

Health Policies 
1985-86 FTG Scholarship I Ana R. Tovar-Balbin  Peru UT Austin Latin American 

Studies/Anthropology 
1985-86 FTG Scholarship I Margarita Arios Colombia UT Austin Finance/International Business 
1985-86 FTG Scholarship I Susanne Kramer Mexico UT Austin Interior Design/International 

Business 
1986-87 FTG Scholarship I Carmen German-Palacios Peru UT Austin Field Unknown 
1986-87 FTG Scholarship I Nicole De La Meuse Chile UT Austin School Psychology 
1986-87 FTG Scholarship I Elga Melo (2nd award) Brazil UT Austin Latin American 

Studies/Communications 
1986-87 FTG Scholarship I Alba Tovar-Balbin (2nd award) Peru UT Austin Latin American 

Studies/Anthropology 
1986-87 FTG Scholarship II Cynthia Onyshko to San Miguel de Allende, 

Mexico 
Lufkin ISD Teachers of Spanish/Bilingual 

Education/English as a Second 
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Language 
1986-87 FTG Scholarship II  Karen Faria Glas to Brazil UT Austin  Sociology/History 
1987-88 FTG Scholarship I Marilia Campos Beltrao  Brazil UT Austin Communications 
1987-88 FTG Scholarship I Elga Melo, 3rd award Brazil UT Austin Latin American 

Studies/Communications 
1987-88 FTG Scholarship I Alba Tovar-Balbin (3rd award) Peru  UT Austin Latin American Studies/Health 

Policies 
1987-88 FTG Scholarship II Christina A. Siracusa  to Peru  UT Austin Masters in Latin American 

Studies: 
Government/Economics 

1988-89 FTG Scholarship I Maria Delores Cabarcos Panama UT Austin (Field Unknown) 
1988-89 FTG Scholarship I Ofelia Tabora Honduras UT Austin (Field Unknown) 
1988-89 FTG Scholarship I Kathia Palacios Quiros Panama UT Austin (Field Unknown) 
1988-89 FTG Scholarship I Selina Ungo El Salvador UT Austin (Field Unknown) 
1988-89 FTG Scholarship I Elisa Velasquez-Andrade Mexico UT Austin (Field Unknown) 
1988-89 FTG Scholarship I Elizabete Gomes Brazil UT Austin (Field Unknown) 
1988-89 FTG Scholarship II Irma Cantu to Cuernacaca Mexico Corpus Christi State Teacher – training for Spanish 

certification 
1988-89 FTG Scholarship II Hope Woodward to Brazil UT Austin PhD Latin American Studies: 

Anthropology/Portuguese 
1989-90 FTG Scholarship I  $2000 to College Scholarship 

Drive with matching grant from 
US Department of Education 

 Texas Southmost College, 
Brownsville 

Student body majority Latin 
American background 

1989-90 FTG Scholarship II Anne Louise Key to Guatemala Texas Christian University Masters in Spanish 
Language/Guatemalan and 
Mexican Cultures 

1990-91 FTG Scholarship I Liliana Kusanovic Chile UT Pan American MBA Economic Development 
1990-91 FTG Scholarship II Bobbie L. Lovett to Peru UT Pan American Masters in History, 

Archaeology/Anthropology 
1991-92 FTG Scholarship I Cristina Rivera Garza Mexico University of Houston Masters in Latin American 

History/Women's Studies 
1991-92 FTG Scholarship II Jennifer C. Burtner to Guatemala UT Austin Masters in Social 

Anthropology/Latin American 
Studies 

1992-93 FTG Scholarship I Maria Iracema S. Mastroleo Brazil  UT Austin PhD Rehabilitation 
Counseling Education/Speech 
Therapy 

1992-93 FTG Scholarship II Caroline Pomeroy to Lake Chapala Mexico  Texas A&M College Station PhD Wildlife & Fisheries 
Studies 

1993-94 FTG Scholarship I Blanca Palencia Mexico Texas Tech University Masters in a Inter-Disciplinary 
Program on Neural Disorders 

1993-94 FTG Scholarship II Laura Matthews to Guatemala UT Austin PhD Colonial Latin American 
History/ Indian Communities 

1994-95 FTG Scholarship I Evelinn Borrayo Guatemala University of North Texas PhD Health 
Psychology/Behavioral 
Medicine 

1994-95 FTG Scholarship II Elizabeth A Johnson t Brazil UT Austin Masters in Latin 
American/Brazilian Studies 

1995-96 FTG Scholarship I  Evelinn Borrayo (2nd award) Guatemala University of North Texas PhD Health 
Psychology/Behavioral 
Medicine 

1995-96 FTG Scholarship II Delina Barrera USA Texas Tech University PhD Delivery of indigent 
health care in Mexico 

1996-97 FTG Scholarship I Pamela Pennington Aycinena Guatemala UT Health Science Center San 
Antonio 

PhD Microbiology 

1996-97 FTG Scholarship I Magdiel Ablan Venezuela University of North Texas PhD Environmental 
Science/Ecological Simulation 

1996-97 FTG Scholarship II Laura Polich in Nicaragua UT Austin PhD 
Communication/Audiology, 
Language Culture 

1997-98 FTG Scholarship I Gilda Patricia Chau Guatemala Texas A&M Kingsville  Masters in Animal Science 
1997-98 FTG Scholarship II Peggy Badlato to Honduras UT Austin PhD Linguistics (La Miskitos 

Honduras) 
1998-99 FTG Scholarship I Mary Louise Kawas Escoto Honduras Texas A&M College Station Masters in Biochemical/Food 

Engineering 
1998-99 FTG Scholarship II Patricia Martinez in Mexico City UT Austin PhD Latin American History 
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1999-00 FTG Scholarship I Maria Ximena Querol Peru UT Austin  MBA Economics/Latin 
American Studies 

1999-00 FTG Scholarship II Margaret Theresa Annen to Mexico UT Brownsville Masters in Spanish 
1999-00 Melba Bruno 
Dawson Scholarship 

Gillian Thompson Grenada Midwest College Wichita Falls Nursing 

2000-01FTG Scholarship I Emma Mae Dawson Belize Texas Tech University Masters in Museum Science  
2000-01 FTG Scholarship II Marie Elisa Christie to Texas/Mexico Borders UT Austin PhD Geography/Latin 

American Studies/Women's 
Studies 

2000-01 Melba Bruno 
Dawson Scholarship 

Susan Shawn Smythe to Mexico UT Austin Linguistics/Mesoamerican 
Indigenous Languages 

2001-02 FTG Scholarship I Maria Tejero Barrera  Mexico UT Austin PhD Nutrition/Genetics 
2001-02 FTG Scholarship II No awards     
2002-03 FTG Scholarship I Emma Mae Pamela Dawson Belize Texas Tech University PhD Land Use 

Planning/Management 
2002-03 Melba Bruno 
Dawson  Scholarship 

Cheryl M Scotland Dominica Southwest Texas State MS Health Care/Human 
Resources 

2003-04 FTG Scholarship I Adriana Barri Colin Mexico Texas A&M College Station MS Poultry Science/Molecular 
Biology 

2003-04 FTG Scholarship II Roseanna Michelle Heath In San Jose, Costa Rica Texas A&M College Station PhD Comparative Politics 
2003-04 Melba Bruno 
Dawson  Scholarship 

Claudia E. Granda  Ecuador Texas A&M College Station MS Agricultural Engineering 

2004-05 FTG Scholarship I Rocio I. Pacheco Mexico UT Austin PhD Water Resource 
Management 

2004-05 Melba Bruno 
Dawson  Scholarship 

Silvana Alcoz Uruguay UT Austin PhD Community & Regional 
Planning 

2005-06 FTG Scholarship I Monika Rolle-Welborn Nassau UT Medical Branch in 
Galveston 

Physician’s Assistant Program 

2005-06 FTG Scholarship II Debbie Cunningham to Mexico City Texas A&M College Station PhD in Hispanic Studies 
2005-06 Melba Bruno 
Dawson  Scholarship 

Fern Edwards Dominica, Caribbean University of Texas at Dallas PhD Chemistry 

2006-07 FTG Scholarship I Maria Teresa Vera Rojas Venezuela University of Houston PhD Spanish, US Latino 
Literatures and Cultures 

2006-07 FTG Scholarship II Debra Ann Cordona to Chile and Uruguay Texas A&M PhD Comparative Politics 
2006-07 Melba Bruno 
Dawson  Scholarship 

Euraline Williams Dominica, Caribbean University of North Texas  Masters of Science, Speech 
Pathology and Audiology  

2007-08 FTG Scholarship I Lilian Lie Nohara Brazil UT El Paso PhD Biology 
2007-08 FTG Scholarship II Ashley Ross to Costa Rica Texas A&M PhD Comparative Politics in 

Latin America 
2007-08 Melba Bruno 
Dawson  Scholarship 

Lisa Benjamin Trinidad & Tobago Texas A&M PhD Epidemiology 

2008-09 FTG Scholarship I Elisa Morales Mexico University of Texas-El Paso Masters of Molecular Cell 
Biology, Minor in Virology 

2008-09 FTG Scholarship II Silvia Patricia Solis Guatemala University of Texas-Pan 
American in Edinburg 

Masters of Interdisciplinary 
Studies – Anthropology 

2009-10 FTG Scholarship I Helyne Frederick Grenada Texas Tech University PhD Human Development & 
Family Studies 

2009-10 FTG Scholarship II Debbie Cunningham to Mexico Texas A&M College Station PhD in Hispanic Studies 
2009-10 Melba Bruno 
Dawson  Scholarship 

Rocio Clarisa Lemus 
Rodgriguez 

Colombia UT El Paso Master of Arts in Sociology 
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