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PANAMERICANA	TEXANA 
The Pan American Round Tables of Texas  

2020 Spring Edition Volume 41 No. 2  

 
As we begin a new decade and a New Year, let us continue to think about the 
difference that we are making in PARTT.  Our founder, Florence Terry 
Griswold envisioned an organization that through friendship of women of the 
Americas would bring about peace.   
 
In 2010, all Tables in the State applied for and were issued the Banner of 
Peace.  In our application letter, we promised to promote peace within our 
Table and our community.    We joined the Program “Together We Can Build 
Peace”.  Think for a minute about the meaning of the symbol on the Peace 
Flag.  The top sphere is a symbol of our thoughts.  We must strive to 
substitute negative thoughts for those of harmony and love, first towards 
ourselves and then toward others.  The bottom right sphere is a symbol of 
our word. We must strive to pay attention to our words in an attempt to 
achieve peace, only speaking words of love and harmony.   The bottom left 
sphere is a symbol of our actions.  If we are thinking and speaking of harmony 
and love, then our actions will follow through.  The spheres are surrounded by 
a circle that means “living in peace with all the beings of the earth” thus 
achieving “Unity in Diversity”.  How are our Tables measuring up to our 
promise of Peace?  I hope that we can all say that we have made a difference!  

 
                                                                               Martha Miles Stumbo , State Director                

T o g e th e r   

W e   

C a n   

B u i l d   

P e a c e  

MESSAGE		FROM	THE	DIRECTOR	

International Banner of Peace 
 

The origins of the International Banner of Peace that the Pan American Round 
Tables use today were inspired by the concept of  “peace through culture” in the 
early 1930’s.  With this in mind Nicholas Roerich created a special Banner of 
Peace and the “Roerich Pact” to signify the protection of all cultural treasures.  It 
was accepted by all countries in the American continent and signed on April 15, 
1935 at the White House in Washington DC by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  In 
1937 it was ratified by the United Nations.  The flag is awarded to organizations 
who have been recognized for their work on behalf of peace or who wish to 
pledge to work for harmony and peace.  
In 2010 at the 32rd Alliance Convention 
held in Merida, Mexico, the Banner of 
Peace was issued to all Texas Tables. 

 
By accepting the Banner of Peace, each Table promised to promote 
peace both at the individual, family, Table and community level.  In 2019, 
the Alliance of Pan American Round Tables has initiated a program called 
“Educating for Peace”.  Each Table is asked to establish a new Standing 
Committee - Educating for Peace.  The task of this committee is to 
design activities to be used within each community to promote peace. 

PART Odessa 
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Area A -Austin Area A - Conroe 

Table members worked on a project for the 
kindergarten students at a local elementary school.  
(L-R) Becky Judah, Cheryl Jett, Cheryl Fullen, Riki 
Dewey, Lynn Wood, and Jean Heasley.  

The Conroe Table recognized and celebrated 
member Jeanette Defee's 101 birthday at the 
November meeting. Jeanette is seated, with Jean 
Heasley holding the banner on the left, and Director 
Paula Alexander on the right. (L-R) Paula Schoppe, 
Jo Chesney, Becky Judah, Riki Dewey, Gloria Riddle, 
Mary Lou Sartore, Woody Hearn, Lynn Wood, 
Annette Ferrell, Mary Margaret Coyle, and Marcia 
Reagan.  

2019 -2010 Conroe Table  Members 

PART of Austin member 
Rosalia Castañeda headed 
up the holiday brunch 
prepared for the teachers 
and staff of Rodriguez 
Elementary School.  

PART -  Austin 
Director Amalia 
Rodriguez-Mendoza  
welcomed Sylvia 
Williams, Alliance 
Director General. 

PART of Austin holiday 
sweater competition 
winner Mitzi celebrated 
the big win with a 
beautiful cake as her 
prize. 

PART of Austin past 
president Rose Ann Reeser 
called out raffle numbers 
for the teacher/staff gifts 
given away at the holiday 
brunch  sponsored 
for Rodriguez Elementary 
School. 

Presented with a 
floral arrangement 
during the 
December meeting 
was Martha Miles 
Stumbo, State 
Director. 

For Founders Day, Jean Heasley, 
spoke on the 70 year history of  
the Conroe Table.  

Mary Lou Sartore 
presented a very 
informative program 
on her travels to 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
and the Dominican 
Republic.  
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Area A - Houston 

PART Houston held their first luncheon of the fall 
of 2019 by recognizing and presenting a gift to 
Ruby Powers, who gave a talk on the 
Scholarships Awarded in Spring of 2019. 

Roseanne Scearce,  
showing off her gift 
during the Christmas 
luncheon. 

The Christmas 
luncheon was a 
great success with 
36 members and 
guests attending. 
It was held at Los 
Tios on San 
Felipe. Susan 
Houston, 
Programs 
Director, 
announced the 
rules of the gift 
exchange. 

Area B - Beeville 

Beeville Table members visited 
the Corpus Christi Table in 
November.  L-R: Mona Fuller 
(back), Johanna C. Quiñones, 
Lucia Amaral, Anne Denisch, 
Beeville Table Director Roxane 
Casas, member of Corpus 
Christi Table and Shirley 
Wyatt. 

Houston Board members display their Christmas 
ornaments.  L - R: Susan Huston, Kaye Fraser, Belinda 
Kaylani, Cecilia Estrada, Elva Alvarez, Julissa Martinez, 
Nabila Attia, Rosalinda Peterson.  Kneeling are three of the 
Houston scholarship recipients who came to assist selling 
tickets for the raffle.   

The country 
program 
presenta on 
during October 
was on Brazil. 
Two guests 
from Brazil who 
are students 
from the 
Coastal Bend 
College - Bee-
ville Campus 
assisted member Martha Warner the program pre-
senter by describing customs and sports of Brazil.  (L-
R) Beeville Table Director Roxane Casas, CBC student, 
Martha Warner, CBC student and Diane Stoudt. 

A ending the Beeville Table December mee ng:  (L - 
R)  Johanna C Quinones, Roxane Casas (Table Director), Sylvia 
Williams (Alliance Director General), Teresa Saldiva, Martha 
Stumbo (State Director), Jane Wicker, Shirley Wya  (State 
Recording Secretary), Anne Dehnisch.  

Dancer Teresa Saldiva 
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Area B - Eagle Pass 

Del Rio Table members celebrated Christmas and 
Hanukah during their December meeting. 

Area B - Corpus Christi 

Area B - Del Rio 

Hostesses for the Corpus Christi Table Christmas 
Posada pose before serving a delicious Mexican dinner 
with special desserts all made by the hostesses. (L- R)  
Jeannne Adams,  Director Cristina Garza, Yolanda 
Escobar, and Marie Adams. 

Nora Garcia checks the 
beverages served. It was  
a festive evening with 
great fellowship among 
our PART members.   

Swearing in Ceremony for new member Laura 
Castillón.  (L-R) Rosa Castillo, Romelia Guajardo, 
Susan Villanueva, Ana Laura Castillón, Alicia Charles, 
Marge Munt, Mary Frances Partlow, and Mary Pete 
Ramírez. 

Christmas Party at Parrilla de San Miguel.  Sitting L-R: 
Esperanza Deutsch, Alicia Charles, Gricelda Becker-
Pérez, Margarita García, Norma Paniagua.  Standing 
L- R: Lana Harper, Mary Pete Ramírez, Anita 
Williams, Susan Villanueva, Rosa Castillo, Joan 
García, Romelia Guajardo, Adelina Román, Lydia 
Lerma, Amparo García. 

During the September meeting  Lana Harper 
presented the director's pin to Susan Villanueva on 
her first meeting as Director. (L-R): Rosa Isela 
Valderrama, Susan Villanueva, Lana Harper, and 
Romelia Guajardo.   

Eagle Pass Founder's Day Celebration  
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Area B - Laredo 

Laredo Table Board members. Seated (L-R) Sara Alicia 
Mendoza, Thelma Porras Nance, Mary Ann B. García, 
Kimberly J. Alexander, Rosa María Vida, Standing ((L-
R) Nora Pena, Sandra Viñals, Dr. Lola Norris, Azucena 
Andrade, Edna De Anda Pean, Amelia Ramírez, Alicia 
(Lichita) Valdez 

Laredo  Table members Nora Peña, Mary Ann B. 
García, Thelma Porras Nance  and Alicia V. Cantú. 
welcome new members Perla Inés González, María 
de la Luz Gorecki, María Elena Peña and Sara Alicia 
Mendoza.  

Past Director Nora 
Peña pins incoming 
director Mary Ann B. 
García with the 
Directors pin. 

Area B - San Antonio 

Dr. Carey Rot of  PART - Corpus Christi was the guest 
speaker during the October meeting of PART San Antonio. 
(L-R)  Left to Right: New member Deems Smith; our 
speaker Dr. Carey Rot of PART - Corpus Christi; Yvonne 
Kylstra; Jamie Bloodsworth, Agatha Wade and Diana 
Durbin 

 During the November meeting PART San Antonio 
members toured the San Antonio Central Library with 
Librarian Heather Ferguson, at far left, holding a copy of 
the of Pan American Woman: Florence Terry Griswold by 
Beatriz de la Garza which was donated by PART-San 
Antonio. 

Guest speaker  for the December 
meeting was historian  and author 
Lewis Fisher who later told PART-
SA about San Antonio and its Chili 
Queens during the late 1800's 
until their disappearance after the 
turn of the century. (L-R) Lydia 
Garrido, Bea Dracoulis, Katie 
Williams and Linda DeHoyos. 

Honored member and  guest during the January business 
meeting  included PART-SA member and former state 
director Frances Metcalf; PART State Director Martha 
Miles Stumbo; Laura Uzdavines, Ahia Shabaaz and 
Frances Rodriguez. Standing:  Diana Durbin and Yvonne 
Kylstra. 
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Area C - Alamo/San Juan/Pharr 

Veronica Whitacre, Execu ve Director for Casa was 
Guest Speaker at the December mee ng.  
L to R: Nelda Cantu, Aida Lazo, Veronica Whitacre, 
Imelda Garza, Elva De La Garza, and Maria Elena 
Corona.  

Evangelina (Nena) Garza was 
installed as a new member 
during the November  
mee ng.    L to R: Evangelina 
(Nena) Garza and Nelda 
Cantu, Second Associate 
Director.   

Alamo - San Juan -
Pharr Table donated 
501 pounds of food to 
the Food Bank of the 
Rio Grande Valley In 
Pharr, Texas which 
translated to 416 
meals provided. L to 
R: Aida Lazo, Director; 
Gloria Cantu, Past 
Director, and Yolanda 
Mar nez, member.  

Alamo-San Juan-Pharr Table Celebrates Founders Day on 
October 10, 2019. They donated supplies to the 
Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen, Texas. Guest 
Speaker was Sister Norma Pimentel.  

Area C - Brownsville I 

Brownsville I Table  

PART Brownsville I 

celebrated its 87th 

Birthday. 
PART I Director, Sandra 

Maxwell, opens the 
November meeting! 

 

Ethel Cantu greeted 
members at the door 
with “Mimosas”. 

(L to R)  Irene Gulley, 
PART I Scholarship Com-
mittee Chair, 
Isabel Vezzetti, PART I 
Associate Director, Susan 
Cowen, PART I Recording 
Secretary. 

Table members 
attended the Rio 
Grande City  - 
Roma Christmas 
Posada in Roma. 

(L - R)  Mary Ann Boehl, 
María de Lourdes 
Cortinas. 

The December meeting  was 
held at “La Escondida at 
Gourmet Central, attending (L - 
R) Clara de León, Lourdes Deytz 
- Gámez, PART I Corresponding 
Secretary, Norma McKnight and 
Sagrario Ramírez. 
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Area C - Edinburg 

Letty Ramon and Mary 
“Maruca” Cantu, facilitators 
for the country of Jamaica 
Program presented a 
“Jamaican Cooking Class” -  
Jerk Chicken and Peas & 
Rice. 

Members of the Edinburg Table attended the Rio 
Grande City - Roma Table Christmas Posada. 

Area C - McAllen 

The McAllen Table celebrated it’s 85 Anniversary during the 
December - Mother Daughter Luncheon. The event was 
attended  by State Director Martha Miles Stumbo as well as 
120 ladies from Tables throughout South Texas and guests. 

Lily Torres 
highlighted the 85 
year history of the 
McAllen Table. 

Corsages were 
presented to the 
eighteen ladies 
who  have been 
members for  20 
+ years . Carmen 
R. Guerra, Maria 
Teresa Garza , 
Dardanela 
Cardenas and 
Alice Tavarez 
have been 
members for over 
50 years.  

Attending the Rio Grande 
City - Roma Christmas 
Posada were  (L-R) Alma 
de la Garza, Carmen R. 
Guerra - Mujer 
Panamericana and Raquel 
Oliva, Director.  

Attending the McAllen Christmas Luncheon and 85th 
Anniversary  are Lydia Chavana, Director and Edinburg 
Table members standing with Martha Miles Stumbo, State 
Director. 

Ofelia Ruiz and Consuelo Carrales; 
Edinburg Members, partake in the 
festivities seated at the “Peru” themed 
table. Table centerpieces represented 
different countries and were decorated by 
the Executive board . 

The Scholarship Raffle was a great 
success. (L-R) Elizabeth Garza, 
Historian, Raquel Oliva and Myrna 
Rodriguez, 2nd Associate and Raffle 
Commi ee Chairman. 

December McAllen 
members and guests 

The Edinburg Table hosted its “Christmas in the 
Americas” Scholarship Luncheon at the Echo Hotel on 
December 18, 2019.  Honored guests were Martha M. 
Stumbo, State Director and Angie Gonzales; Area C 
Associate Director. 
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Area C - Rio Grande City - Roma 

The Rio Grande City - Roma Table celebrated their 
annual Christmas Posada. Attending were Alliance 
Director General Sylvia Williams, State Director 
Martha Miles Stumbo and members from numerus 
Tables. L-R Angie González, Area C Assoc. Dir., 
Martha Stumbo, State Director, Sylvia Williams, 
Alliance Director General, Dalinda Peña, Director and 
Shirley Wyatt, State Recording Secretary. 

L-R: Yolanda 
Gonzalez, 
Angie 
Gonzalez, 
Martha M. 
Stumbo, and 
Dalinda Peña. 

Standing L-R: Olga 
Hinojosa, Annabel 
Zapata, Dee 
Cavazos, Lydia 
Saenz.  
Sitting L-R: Elodia 
Vela, Leida Reyes, 
Leva Jansky and 
Cebrina Cavazos. 

Standing L-R: 
Maria Elia Ramos; 
Nelda Laurel, 
Lupita Ureste. 
Sitting L-R: Amada 
Perez and Julia 
Casas. 

Sitting L-R: Norma Peña. , Karina Peña. Standing L-R: 
Rosa Rodriguez, Celia Guerra, Ella Peña. and Cuca 
Gonzalez. 

 

Area C - San Benito - Harlingen 

San  Benito Table held a  Christmas Tea. Sitting, L-R Elva 
Morales, Angie Gonzales, Area C Assoc. Director  and 
Martha Stumbo, State Director. Standing is Diana Guillen. 

San Benito Table members attending the RGC-Roma 
Posada are L-R Noelia Davila, Connie Garza and Elvia 
Sanchez. 

Mary Torres, Table Director introduced guest  speaker  
Dr. Denise de Los Santos, M.D. Asst. Clinical Professor 
of Medicine, UTRGV,  who presented on "Women's 
Preventive Care - Staying Healthy in 2020”. 
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Area D - Dallas III 

Dallas III members 

Area D - El Paso 
PART of El Paso Members attended the Scholarship Tea  

Area D - El Paso 

Ginger 
Francis 
PART of 
El Paso 
Direc-
tor   

PART El Paso January 2020 Meeting Honoring Past Table Directors 

December Meeting 

PART  
El Paso 
January 2020 
Meeting .  

New members were honored during the October 
meeting. 

 PART of El Paso November meeting honoring Major 
Scholarship Fund Donors. 

Attending the 
November Scholarship  
Education program are 
Martha Stumbo, State 
Director, Heather 
Wilson, UT-El Paso 
President, Ginger 
Francis, PART of El Paso 
Director. 

Members collected toys to donate to CASA (Court 
Appointed Special Advocates), a program for children who 
are removed from their home due to abuse.  
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Area D - Odessa 

PART Odessa members celebrate during their 
December meeting: Seated L- R: Josie Mediano, Earlene 
Smith, Oliva Hill, and Knoxine Clack  Standing L - R: 
Juanita Silva, Lita Hale, Martha Stumbo, State Director, 
Mary Alice Ramos, Bertha García, Margaret Carpenter, 
and Paquita Esteve. 

Liliana Ujete presented the program on Costa Rico.  Mary 
Alice Ramos, and Martha Stumbo, State Director. 

Dr. Jose Antonio Moreno gave the program on the Barcelo-
na student trip for students from the University of Texas of 
the Permian Basin  at the January meeting of PART Odessa. 
Sitting with Dr. Moreno are Juanita Silva and Bertha Garcia. 

Paquita Fick and 
Odessa PART Director 
Mary Alice Ramos at 
December meeting at 
Odessa Country Club.  

Margaret Carpenter and 
Donna Brown at December 
meeting of Odessa PART.  

Area D - Fort Worth I 

Scholarship was awarded to Esmeralda Ramirez. 
 L-R:  Leticia Clay, Immediate Past Director, Esmeralda 
Ramirez, Scholarship Recipient 18-19 and Belinda 
Sierra, Associate Director. 
  

The Fort Worth I Table held a Christmas celebration. 

Pan American 
Round Tables of 

Texas 
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Make Plans to Attend the  

XXXVII Alliance Convention of  
Pan American Round Tables 

October 7 -11, 2020 
 

Hard Rock Hotel Punta Cana 
Dominican Republic 

Reservation Deadline July 31, 2020 

All inclusive rate per person for 4 night package including registra on 
• Single Occupancy - $1,704 
• Double Occupancy - $1,172 
• Triple Occupancy - $1,164 
• Children with 2 adults - $245.00 
Package includes transporta on to and from airport to hotel, Hotel Lodging for 4 nights, Breakfast , lunch, 
dinner, snacks and tour to Santo Domingo, Party with live orchestra. Unlimited drinks.  
 
Deadline: $200.00 non-refundable by July 31, 2020. Remainder due September 1. 2020 (non-refundable)  
Send registra on form available from your Table Director to mesaredonda2020@turenlaces.com. 
For informa on on reserva ons contact Turenlaces Tel: 809-565-3500. Fax: 809-565-1221 

 

Save the Date 
Pan American Round Tables of Texas 

60th Biennial State Convention 
McAllen Convention Center, McAllen, Texas 

April 8 - 11, 2021 
Hosted by the  

Rio Grande Valley Pan American Round Tables 
 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 - Registra on for State Board, State Board Dinner 
Friday, April 9, 2021 - State Board mee ng, Registra on, Opening Ceremony - 7 pm 
Saturday, April 10, 2021 - Registra on, Business Session, Scholarship Silent Auc on, Luncheon, Dinner Gala 
Sunday, April 11, 2021 - Hour of Memory, Business Session, Installa on Luncheon 
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Texas 2019-2021 Officers 
 

State Director - Martha Miles Stumbo, El Paso  

1st Assoc. Director Area D, Kathy Ehmann-Clardy, Fort Worth  

2nd Assoc. Director Area B, Ann Beitel, Del Rio  

3rd Assoc. Director Area C, Angie Gonzales, San Benito  

4th Assoc. Director Area A, Rosalinda Peterson, Houston  

Recording Secretary, Shirley Wyatt, Beeville 

Corresponding Secretary, Fifi Heller-Kaim, El Paso  

Treasurer, Margot Arévalo González, Edinburg  

Historian, Norma Paniagua, Eagle Pass  

Parliamentarian, Carmen R. Guerra, McAllen 

Scholarship, Rosa María Vida, Ph.D., Laredo  

Immediate Past State Director, Dee Moore, Del Rio 

Table Directors 2019-2021 

• Alamo-San Juan-Pharr -  Aida Lazo 
• Austin - Amalia Rodriguez - Mendoza 
• Beeville - Roxane Casas 
• Brownsville I - Sandra Maxwell 
• Conroe - Paula Alexander 
• Corpus Christi - Cristina Garza 
• Dallas III - Jacque Reséndez 
• Del Rio - Scarlett Elkins 
• Eagle Pass - Susan Villanueva 
• Edinburg - Lydia Chavana 
• El Paso - Ginger Francis 
• Fort Worth - JoAnn Jensen 
• Houston - Julissa Alcantar Martínez 
• Laredo - Mary Ann Barry García 
• McAllen - Raquel Oliva 
• Odessa - Mary Alice Ramos 
• Rio Grande City/Roma - Dalinda Peña 
• San Antonio - Agatha Wade 
• San Benito - Mary Torres 

Panamericana Texana  
is published by 

The Pan American Round Tables  of Texas 
 

Raquel Oliva 
State Publications Chairperson  

Website: PARTT.Org. 

March 20 - 21,  Beeville Country Club, Beeville, Texas 
The State Board meeting is just a few weeks away.  We are looking forward to the participation of all 
State Board Officers, Committee Chairmen and Past State Directors. 
 
Friday, March 20 
• The Florence Terry Griswold Board of Trustees - Yonder Hotel Conference Room, 4 PM. 
• Reception (hors d’oeuvres & wine), 6:30 pm, Bee County Historical Home  of Josephine Miller, 901 N. 

Adam’s St. 
Saturday, March 21 
• State Board Meeting - 9:00 AM, Beeville Country Club, 182 Country Club Place.  
Please bring copies of your report of activities and accomplishments during the past year. If not 
attending, mail or email report to the State Director. Submit any resolutions to be addressed at the 2021 
State Conventions to be held in McAllen.  Associate directors are asked to select two members from their 
Area to  serve on the State Nominating Committee. 
 
Participants: State Board Officers, Committee Chairmen and Past State Directors. Table Officers and 
members are invited to attend but will not be able to participate in the discussion or vote.   
Registration: $40.00, Check made to PART Beeville, Deadline March 6, 2020, Mail To Cecile O'Connor, 
Treasurer, Beeville PART. 
Hotel Reservations: Yonder Inn, 2201 NW Frontage Rd, Beeville, Texas 7102, 361-354-5500 

2020 PARTT State Board Meeting 
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    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
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    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
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